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' Woodward’s and Saffery’s Map

OF 1642,
OR THE EARLIEST BAY PATH.
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[REPRINTED FROM NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL REGISTER
: FOR APRIL, 1001.] 'With additions.

¥t may be well at the outset €o quote from Hubbard's History of
New England,* written about 1679, respecting some customs of the
:borigines,——“Every noated place of fishing or hunting was usually
a distinet seigniory, and thither all theive triends and allyes of the
wighboring provinces used to resort in the time of yeere to attend
hose seasons, partly for recreation, and partly to make provission
ot the Feere. Such places ag they chose for their abode, were usu-
11y 24 the falls of great rivers, or neare the sea side, where was any
onvenience of catching sueh as every summer and winter used to
ome upon the coast: att which times they used, like good fellows,
o make all common; and then those who had entertained theire
“neighbors by the sea ride, expected the like kindness trom themn
gaine, up higher in the country: and they were wont to have theire
‘great dances for mirth at these generall meetings. With such kinde

entercourse were their affayres and commerce carried on, between
hose that lived up in the country, and those that were seated on the
€8 coust, abont the havens and channells that issued into the sea ;
vhere there used to be ap all times, clams, mussels, and oaysters, and
nrthe summer season lobsters, bass, or mullet, and sturgeon, of
which they used to take great plenty, and dry them in the smoake,
md keep them the rest of the yeave. Up higher, at the falls of great.
vers, they used to take salmon, shad, alewives, that used in great
uantities, more than ecart loades, in the spring to pass up into the
sh watter ponds and lakes, therein to spawne, of all which they,
ith their wares, used to take great store for their use. In all such
cés there was wont to bee great resort,”
rom wigwam to wigwam, that had hospitable doors always open
on: t-_he leeward side, the prehistoric people drifted on their long-dis-
¥5ee First Edition (1815), 1. 30.—EDITOR,
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tance paths. A stone mortar for the grinding of parched corn, was
a halting place; and if necessary, within their wraps of skips or
woven feathers, they slepias contentedly in the great pathless forests
a5 the birds within their nesis. Their trails, by Congtant use, became
paths.
Upon the advent of another race, the marks of the Indian’s mo&ca-
gined feei were very 001 covered by the heavy steps of the white
men. The path of the Indian became the earliest roadway of the
pioneer settlers. There has been transmitted to us from early time,
some lmowledge, indefinite in parts, of the general eourse of some of
the long-distance paths used by the Indians.
April 4, 1631, three gachems from Agawam, oV vieinity of Spring-
field, one of whom nad for a time been in the service of Sir Walter
Raleigh, visited Gov. Winthrop, and bore to the Englich the first in.
telligence of the Connecticut river, and of the way overland to their
place of residence. This is the route that is to be particularly eon-
wdered later onj and it is sufficient at present to say that writers
agree that from Boston it weni through South Framingham to Oxford.

There was another path mentioned in the grant of the old town ot
Mendon, date about 1660. The township wag laid out on hoth 'sides,
and bounds made at certain distances porth and south each way from
the path; which proves that the ways usually traveled by the natives
were well defined landmarks. This was ¢called *The Path to Nipmug
Great Pond,” or Chaubunagungamaus. As the Indian viliage wag
probably at the outlet of the pond, which was on the side next Ox-
ford, it practically brought this path o wnite with the other ¢oming
from Boston.

1n the history of Windham County, Conn., mention iz made ot a
well known path of the Indiaps from Mouns Hope and the Narragan-
set country to Wabbaguases, now Woodstock, known as the “Provi-
dence Path.” Another, the route of which is there described, came
trom Norwich and the seacoast to the same point, and was called the
“Nipmug Path.” .

Passing now to the wes
H. Temple, as found in his
we find the location of Quabang
paths.

1t was Mr. Temple's opinion that th
called by the English “Quabaug Old Fort,
Hill, north of Great (now Sherman’s) Pond in Brimfield.

Quoting from Mr. Temple :

at Holyoke: and but a Jittle way south of the trail trom Wekaba

tward, and following the writing of Rev.J.
histories of North Brookfield and Palmer,
01d Fort and another set of Indian:

e “Ashgunoach™ of the Indians,
* was situated on Indian

«It was directly upon the great Indian
rajl from Woodstock (the Wabhaguagses comntry) to the Great Falls
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o Springfield.*

: Thig “Fort™ i .
; g is named y
oftener than any ed in the confemporary recovds

of the neighboring def
S ener 1y of the neig g defenses. The meszenger
b:ugs’ fo?-t jntedlljtl"fllsﬁt timeg by the English authorities to ;g}?el*sQﬁf
POsEe 01 an g i ’ A
e O o other, often mentioned their stop at
Tﬁg:}g;:tl;s tire mentioned as diverging from this point:
teera:e ;;0 ;nkesttel'n path from Quabaug “0ld Fort™ pa;eed north of
et };_., keﬁt . c;ochtcla1 be‘nd 1n'Quabaug Biver; parting there 01(1)3
e Pa]m:r an(()it ;ﬁetnvir, te Springfield, the other cr:)ssed
o Holyol Ctty. 0 the Great Falls of the Connecticut,
nother X alls of V
Lo pocher g?lt.h‘lan tolthe talls of Ware River; and still another
o village of Wickabaug, now West Broc;kﬁeld wmomherte
character.of the country Ivi .
_ Jhe chu o . ¥ Iying between thes
Southuiqq ;})at.h;, for a distance of t-we;ty or more mi?esealif)e-l’:li and
mﬁ'ch.};(; tl ]fctu iarly obstructive to an east and west thorou‘)“hfl' M
e d}rect;:; nevefl to this day no road has been made or paﬁl fc? re& in
! except where the valley of the Qui nishes
iy, uinebaug furnishes
Thé town ‘hridg i nid
AV :iiif:'lt;xﬁfge ;ccuples the middle portion of this terr
ve ers from the west 1 4 .
1‘? iﬂd south boundaries of the town Fhont midray bebween the
e four -di ‘
_ equl ;iggnd;i?:;e paths from all the seaboard between Bost
i ’ ave been deseribed as i o
o Londe i €] approaching e ¥
Z'i n:n ;n, hfzte!;}ded into the interior, were united as onz o-iz};t(}tht?lll
S . o 3
01;? m-etlelﬁedtgif va.lleg(ri ; and then after reaching ?‘Qual?;tw
_ & ay in diverging Ii i .
l‘(_)_dt_:he Indians were wont to 1'&5(?11:  n o the various places
M AL a ] 3 o ., T )
bcy yeoﬂf;t iinl-i;ll c??}floxd or Woodstock desiring a drive to Spring
v y e most divect, will travel "
a,lle‘_i t};a fgreat road” in Sturbricifre fravel along wwmat was
uinebaug valley, as it lies i Sturbri
! g as s in Sturbridg i
o meba : ‘ e, and the h
amn‘;'hetwe;:ll}‘jc-[ by the -Indians, ﬁ‘antiusqge: in our ]a::}lsuﬂiaﬁ
ning- 1 breast-shaped hills. Small hills or laree anllabef’
! g oe knollg o

n sirtace, composed of
sed of gravel and s: -
isvalley., i nd sand, are a distinctive feature

heé ‘tim i
assa:éh_u; Etfs tgz;aigu;g Ef fhe Puritan emigrants upon the shores
R na,m;;;of e\_u dshem was chief sachem of Tantinsques
et mossengen. h Nt)q;);g?;101{t, 11].1(‘,18 of Webukshem, also Ta-
a_nd succeeded his f‘ather a:’széhgg OOHIOR, AR Son of WWe-
a_,.s:b.een given, thus far, a brief and rough sketch of th
ory :of Ko. Brookfield, p. 30.—EDITOR, . e
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. - . o
ditions in reference to paths at the time that the white man entered
iti refe
upon the land. ‘ -
We are not acecustomed to think of any mdebtecfmesls tc; _t}}f tItllléhW‘u,'
i red them, as for leading a3
in no respect is so muech ow or le the war
}toTlflt'ouwh what otherwise had been a trackless W;ldem;sts};e ;i gneeré
Y ‘ ks “hect by adoption, those of t 8
i aths and landmarks “becaine, by ad : che pioneer;
dlfllcl) ll'ave to present generations their homes in a smﬂg}fg lﬁ;:-o'm
rY‘rhe :tory told to the people of the Bay by t1'1e three In }a}:{)c]ved
\eawatn in 1631, of the abumdant crops, and of streams overstoc
A s ’
wi ‘gotten.
with fish, was not to he torgo S
Johu Oldham, Samuel Jall and two others, all of Do .(J{estt-?ﬂlg Eftler"
th' ir way through the wilderness, acting as prospec_toxs m. .,ﬂ:d -
(;::t(; of ezme of {he people of that town, who were being or giiln .m.) t}{e
‘:;’iiliann Pynchon into a company for the p:n-pose.‘ O.f 111;):{ ;1 > e
fertile 13.]:[(15 on the Connecticut River. rihe. briet ‘e.nq 3‘:1 oo
Winthrop's Journal, under date of Sept. 4, 1633, (,ont:nngo 1 the
count of that memorable journey that has f:ome. down , H;O oo
e 1v place, in all their journey, that can be -1de11t1ﬁ(.3d ag hav ?St;u-_
0}1 ‘Et:el(; b ’Iohn Oldkam and his associates, is Tantiurque, BOwW o
e : ‘ ] * i o 3
;11';10«3 Y’i‘heir discovery of the mine of graphite. which is in
= 3 . 2T : -
v i pr e in the vicinity.
town, proves their presenc : o I

We now consider the “Interpretation of Woodward’s aéld].{?/t:: 51.-

; Il 1 and approved ariizans,

: £ 1642, These gentlemen, **skillfu : da ’
Mafhg lv.Gile calied wet;-e emploved to establish the southern hounds
a8 y were ¢a , were 3 |

* Masgachusetts Bay patent. ' et oo
Uilﬁ‘ria;:;:a that they made has heen published in’ His 301ma‘11§490}11§10)
tions,” bvp Holmes Ammidomu vol. 1, p. 294, Written upon the map

e find the following :— e i .-
) ?'h\n ccllet"cripﬁon of the extent of the hounds of }Iass.uhusizz 2?03;2

et o ‘ ing i r. 55 minutes Laft.: ¢rossing -

) , southward lying in 41 deg. 5 ‘ oReing Cow
Pf:}::iréfic river at Windsor fery place, the house ot Joh]; Bf::;!:f; 0?
on. est i i : the east s

i ’ ¢ (xihbs her bouse on
» west side, and the widow Gi e onthe & e o
0111 ﬂ'l'e':; Mso’a description of the most rmnaxhabl_& riv elf&bﬁ?nth;
oo :11: hi'lch playns, swamps, situation of Indians dlsepx'el tl‘zdino:
pi];'ewxi'ithu‘Tﬁtt‘ Of Springfield, 42 deg, 6 minutts, and the ing
l“r. - * ’ y 3 Y ‘) .
house of Oronoco, the 14th of ye 4th mo., 1642.
By Nati WoopwaRrD*
) SOLOMON SAFFERY™

3

0 make ava hie » 1id clea e tacts ks v he lea ed from ‘hls
h acis that ma ¥ he learned 1t
ke ila a. ena .
ol er, 4 new map hag been made after the T nlth Utﬂ.tf‘a Ge()l()..
d paper, i .

*See Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts (1705) Vol.I, p
e = 3 i
pp. 184-6.—EDITOR.
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cal Survey, covering the same terricory
checks on the ap are 15 minute spaces.

The 1642 map was marked off into the same number of equal spaces
and laid upon this, using red ink, The distances from point to point
are relatively the same as the original. 'The dots which indicate the
course of the paths are about 4 mile apart.

“The route of Woodward and Saffery between Boston and Spring-
:field ig piaced upon their map as an imaginary straight line. But
when they noted their bassage of Nipnet River and Singletary Pond,
gave positive knowledge of their position,
Passing from there over a stretch which they called g hilly
Jountry,” we are equally sure of where they were when they struck
he ponds and wigwams, which we recoghize as the ponds now called
ittle Alam Pond and Sherman's Ponds in Brimfield, and the wig-
ins are in the position of « Quabaug 01d Fort.” The path hetween
hese points, a distance of about twenty miles, will be described later,
er noticing some points on the lower route between the Connecti-
“River and Providence. It may be a question as to which of the
o' wag the outward bound and which the return route, as traversed
the surveying party. Assuming, therefore, that they followed a
well kmown way from Boston to Springfield, they then passed down
g tiver to latitude 41 degrees 35 minutes, and established a bound at
Windsor ferry place. From thence they appear to have made their
¥ as directly as Ppossible across country to Providence, noting
; and remarkahle things seen. They passed
ckville, and through the location of the vil-
ges of Tolland, Willington, Warrenville, Ashford and Pheenixville.
T'he place of their crossing Quinebang River, on their return trip

o
o .

tugh Connecticut and Rhode Island, was at Pomtret Landing.
Then they crossed wha they

 viver was called “ great river.”
d “Monahag's River,” now Five Mile River, at Killingly. Then,
Nt they called * yiver® Was crossed, which is now Whetstone
ok: These rivers are marked rudely on the old map in their rela-
ve position and general cowmrse at the place of crossing, and when
fed. map are found to coincide almost exactly in lo-

as the ancient map., The

turn to the northern route of the surveyors,
Hat is, January, 1645, John Winthrop, Jr.,
baving with him one ‘servant and a horse.
iary, which was written in abbreviated Lat
v'the Massachusetts Historical Society.*

ts Historical Society, Second Series,

A year or two

passed over thiy
A free transiation
in, has been pub-




490

It appears that Mr. Winthrop*s intention, T\’?]E‘ll he ]ef.t B?ston, WS
to leave the Springfield Path and pass down 11.1to the Mohigan coun-
try, but in a' snow storm he failed to identify the way. He then
thought he would visit his black-lead mine property, and for the snln§
1'e;19r;i1 missed the way to thatalso.  He started from Boston the I?Lt}:-ot
J';umary, and the second night camped on the 1101't-h«9a st hank l'}'l' Nip-
net or Blackstone River, having traveled in the two cl-(j._v; a distance
of thirty miles by abr-line.. ‘I'ne third night he passed in the woods,
and the fourth, which was very cold, in a wigwam he:vond “Quabaug
Pond.” The next morning he was intormed by Indians L?mr he had
passed the black-lead mine and was headed to-wm-ds Spi'lngﬁ(fld1 tQ
which place he then deeided to go. He was obhged_ to camp (-)ut. one
more night, arriving in Springfield on Sunday, having hF.‘E‘H six dayﬁ
on the road. Twenty-seven miles for the third and EOl‘l]“E?i (1;3;,’.:
journey would have hrought him to “Quaba‘.ug Olfl Fort,’ bprmg_ﬂe]d
heing twenty miles farther on. It seems quite evident that theI pondd
that s called “ Quabaug Pond,” near which ]]r-_f pafsedljtlw fourth

* night in a wigwam, wag the one near (Qunbaug Oid-lrm't.

The pond at East Brooktield called Quabang is nblwuttfd o 11(,31: only
because of its heing off of the then known route, hu‘t }t.wa.c, :11 pro-
portionate distance, too near Nipmuck viver and too far from Spring-
field ;.and. ¢coald not at auy rate have heen said to be hevond the
bhlack-iead mine. ) ' )

The first grant of Brookfield, i 1660, déscribe_.: the six mile square
as being near Quakaug ponds #peaking ot them in ithle plneal nmnber.

Bigf]zé herve it may not he improper_ to :1‘(51\':1.11(:.9 an 1(’19:1 that has (>.(-_
curred to me.. The poud at the * O0ld Fort ™ John W 1bnthl-tlpﬂ Jr.,
called Quabang: the next one east was called by the Inn.lmns I U.‘)].{.(mt
quabang (if we choose g0 to spell it) © the next pond, stitl eastwm dl;x
at that, was ealledl the same, making the two Pookoo-quahang pols.
The val‘leV between was ealled Puttakoo-quabang. The pﬂoml nm'tl%-
ward, at West Brookfield, was Wiguabang, another :-1t. East Bl‘r__)()]‘_
field called Quabzug,-and the whole region was ovenpied hy the Qna-

X ans,

bn;ielgili:v.er}r of the path from Oxford to Brimfield, by t-IIP nn%y

process, perhaps, by which it ever could have heen aceomplished in

detail, was in its firsc inception accidental. . o ‘

#=In i729, an asgociatien of gentlemen ohgained hjom thg (Eren'eml

comrt of the Province of Ma.tsmclmsetts a grant of -1nnd hlng |,‘:(‘—

tween Brimfield and Oxford, Brookfield and the -Promu-c-‘*. line, t{u‘ a

new township, which, after its settlement, was incorporated: aml re-

eive > name of Sturbridge.

wii(}ar?livlil the following spring, 1730, the grantees proceeded to
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l:iy out a portion of their land for settlement. A carefu] description

© of the lots surveyed was recorded in what is called * The Proprietors®

Book,™ which is preserved in the archives of the town. These carii-
st records contain occasional mention of the Brimfield and Oxford
Path, or the « 0lg Path,” and « 014 Fordways.” As found in the old
book, these words conve Y to the casual reader little knowledge as to

.- the loeation of these paths.  For the puipose of studying local histo-
cxy I drew upon paper, from the verbal deseriptions found in the rec-
" ords, the lines of al] the first surveys of Iand, placed the lots in thejr

relative positions, and made 2 nap of the town. I'his enabled me to

establish the aetual position of the lots in the town and also to locate

“the Brimfield and Oxford Path. There is a record which locates the

- Old Oxford Path ™ at a certain point, which we find upon the line

between Sturbridge and Chariton. We will first follow this path east-

- ward, up a hill into pasture land. The path is soon ohseured by a

field and a north and south road, beyond which we enter g branch

- road extending easterly, then turning to the north after a walk of
- about a mile. Right at the elbow, the Path leaves the public highway

‘and continues as a path for about two miles, being cut by twonorth and

#outh roads and broken by farm improverments. It then connects

‘with the present road extending four or five miles onward to Oxford

“Plains, entering the village parallel with what wag, in the early his-
fory of that town, ecalled Quabaug Lane or Path,

 Returning to the Starbridge and Charlton line, we find the path

-extending westward about half a tile, then obliterated for about the
~same distance, then appearing for a mile in pasture and woodland,
-and so alternating in shorter sections to the % Great Road ™ near the
“Worcester South Agricultural Soctety Fair Grounds. The grounds
. occupy the site of the Indian village of Tantiusque,

" The Path conformed with the ‘¢ (3reat Road ” as far as Fiskdale,

‘thence hore to the right over a swell of land, eropping out on uncnl-
“tivated sofl, crossed the valley where once dwelt, Wattalloowekin and

Nakin, the good Indians of Puttakookuppog who, in 1655, gave to the
Rev. John Eliot, apostle to the Indiaus, a large tract of land upon

““which to found a village of ¢ Praying Indians,™ like that at N atick.

The Path passed on the north side of Little Alum Pond, called on the
old map, “great pond,” and on tp « Quabaug 0ld Fort.™
80 we have Quabaug Tane or Path at Oxford village, and Quabaug .

“Fort at Brimfield, connected by a path still traceable, and very direct

in its course. . )

oIt is this section of the old way from Boston to Springfield which I
claim as my own dizeovery, and that no other person could have
taced this old road in detail, without the resurrection, in the manner
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deseribed, of the records found in Sturbridge.

We have ascertained, by the Interpretation of Woodward's and
Saffery’s Map, that this path from Boston to Springfield was used by
white men as early ag 1642, From the records of town orders and
votes passed by the inhabitants of Springfield, we learn the name of
this old highway. In the History of Springfield, by M. A. Green,
page 99, we find transcribed from the earliest town records, that have
survived to this day, the following :—* Ordered by the town in No-
vember 1646: That Jno. Clarke or those that shall Joyne with him in
ye burninge of Tarr shall have liberty to gather candlewood in ye
playne in ye Bay Path, p'vided they come not to gather any in this
side the greas pond and ye swamps that point out from it to Chicke-
pee river and the Mill river which is judged to be about five miles
from the town.”

In April following, 1647, special instructions to surveyors were,
besides keeping the highways in condition, to open “A Horse way
over the meddow to ye ¢ Bay Path,” and a Bridge over the § corner
Brooke into the plaine.”

_ The Rev. John Eliot wrote, while at Windsor, in 1649: ¢ 20 myles
nup the river layeth Springfield where Mr. Moxon iz pastor. And this
town overland from the Bay layeth: 80: or: 90: myles South West
and is the road way to all the towns upon this river and [that] lye
more southward.” '

‘This was the way over which passed all the parties of
and all the intercourse between the Bay settlements and those on
Connecticut river, overland, previous to 1648. This was ‘e Bay
Path ~ of Dr.J. G. Holland's historieal novel bearing that title, of
which the author writes ag follows :—

wI'he prineipal communication with the Eastern settlement was by
a path marked by trees a portion of the distanece, and by slight clear-
ings of brush and thicket for the remainder. No stream was bridged,
no hill graded, and no marsh drained. The path led through woods

which bore the marks of the centuries, over barren hills that had
heen licked by the Indians® hounds of fire, and along the banks of
streams that the seine had never dragged. This path was known as
the *Bay Path,” or the path to the Bay, and received its name in the
same manner as the multitudinous *old Bay-roads’ that led to Boston

immigrants,

from every guarter of Massachusetts. It was wonderful what a pow- :
erful interest wag attached to the Bay Path. It was the channel :

through which laws were communieated, through which flowed news
from distant triends, and through which came long, loving lebters
and messages. It was the vaulted passage along which echoed the
voives that called trom across the ocean, and through which,. like

low-toned thunder, rolled the din of tle grest world. That ronceh
.tln'ead of soil, chopped by the Llades of 1 huondred s-treamt“l :
})ond thag radisted 2t each terminus iuto n thousand fibres of 1:” *“ ‘}L (‘L
Interest, and hope and memory. ) H oreand
The Bay Path was charmed ground—a precious passage—and dur
ing the spring, the sanuner, and the early autmﬁu. ilzu?l] a :ett‘i: _
;}.t Agawam went out of doors, or changed hig posiﬁon m}:che Eﬂel1 1:
or ioc_ketl up from his labor, or rested on hiz oars upon the bosc:-mc Mi"
‘glle river, without tuining his eyes to the point ag whichlthat Paoh
Qp&ned from the brow of the wooded hill up on the east, where . 3
e bell of the huge arsenal tells hourly of the comil_,\ok'r ’f A t m?w'
ong the path ot time. - § 07 rimas
: And when some worn and weary man came in sight upon his half:
tarved horse, or two or three pedestrians, bem?ino? beneatl; tl?ei;'
cks and swinging their sturdy staves, wer‘e seen ;pproachiua' the
Uage was astic from one end to the other. Whoever the (?(;mer
ght be, he was weleomed” with a cordiality and univerqaﬁtrthat
) not go much an evidence of hospitality, i)erha.ps as 0£ thg “fiﬁil
to -henr of the welfare of those who were ]ovéd. or to’feel the kiss . £
e niore wave from the great ocean of the wm-id. oo
nd _when oze of the settlers started forth upon the journey to the
,x_vu:h his burden of letters and messages, and his nunfberle.‘f
mnu&sions Tor petty purchases, the even{ was one well kno n o
individual, and the adventurer received the bemefit of . blc"?
rers tor the prosperity of his passage and the satety of his 1-e?uurn ]’i

SUPPLEMEINT.

dir_m"l‘l'ﬂils;“ reprinted in namber six leaflet of the public:
Quinabaug Iistorical Society, was first, read to ;:he {\'l(:rce“zi_-
¥ _-_c)f Antiguity April 2, 1895, and in reference to the lOCﬂ.ﬁO; u;
O]lld Icilay Puth presented the bearing of such facts asl were
and; ass e li . i '
;qoi?al’(’C)]li\-lilz]r];‘:]f_ little more than argumentative suggestion,
nently the writer came across the Woodward and Saffery's
.1(}.42.4.:11}«.1 at once it was seen thab the facts contained 11'501;
per of UO]HEI.‘D}])OI'&]'_Y record when brought out in '{lndEIJ'Stzuid‘l.—
B‘ would litt the 111:1?‘(91' 0? the location of the first path usejd
1 Bo: ton to the Conneecticut river from the position of sugeestion
1Y nF, and place it in the elass of historieal facts. -
{m(ﬂary_ paper wpon the subject was read before the Qua-
1?{)1‘1(“(]] Rociety June 9, 1897, Then the paper of which thlq
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leafietisa reprint was read hefore the New England I.Iist?ric Gene:;t'logz
sz Society June 8,1900. The map, which was exhlbltec?m the a}tlx 13133(1:]
room at that time, was drawn upou a scale of }::hre;a ir:sle;‘sozo ;rh : Slmﬂi
Eng Society ared the pla :
V the New England Society prepare _ ; the smal
:lhx(?;lduction of the 18;1ap the proof sheet sent to che m}ter m:scmll :ieuct ;
sopthat some minor changes, called for by sue}f Eonmderia it; ‘1;; e

in si : : therefore that which appea N.
ion in size, were not made; t b - .r
% Hist Grt;n Register is unfortunately not so}sat;s:acotzg 'au;emtion;'

. . : i repri r this leaflet sor 8

ravious to making the reprints for t ¢ Lger .

i:ee:::;e in the pf;mtes: bringing out some essential pomtb. mg;z

Ses ‘ E 3 gentleman in Sa
i ade for a gen

early. Duplicate plates have b(laen made I ;
;‘lei\;cyi-:co wl?o requested the privilege of nsing the map 11? a bo;)l:.dilii
'c:rabouft to issue. The toregoing hrief sketch of the prc;g;ﬁ%s Oupp]ei
i ady i ) arti - ghject o is §
| i i i 'y to the particular objec

jstorical study is preliminary to t e h :
hlzi?'livhich ii, to put on record a deseription otf the loca,tion %t ;32
]:)lath 1throuc*h the towns of Charlton, Southbridge and Starbridg

ai i red.

‘e in detail than has hitherto appeas . o 7
1noqltiil‘j;ino' in to follow the path from Oxtord “est-“aldfi? if(ﬁ::
01(; reeidgnts of the village will point out the location o : ?E b
baue Path ™ mentioned in the early historgf of the towP.U : lthal-d'--

' I'Tave been southerly of the present h1ghway_1eadn}n wes th H
got after leaving the village the traditional Jocation of the pa,'- ffd'
pzars to have b:e.n, in a general way, the same as tlte road Now us

beyond Charlton line. ) )
'60;11:2 puglie highway that appears 1o have succeeded tf) th.P gf)ggl ;1:15

urqe‘ of the old path branches oft from the Charlton Centr e_ r t.} 1.
?to tu;"ns up the hill to the northeast, and rung through a 111(?1 e;czu -
:e Iy part of the town; striking just north of Dresser Hill, and 50 o1

Ty 2 ) -
. "1y to the Albee place. ) o o
A %te?lgei:wmrd course by public highway is here mtenu]fated:i a:nci
e :;tel-;pon the more interesting old pz}t.h itselt; bu‘t‘ 'b‘flmloeld %u;a'
;:) it mav be well to mention 2 local tradition here o_’tf ;1 e b 0)1-
. herinning in the westerly part of the viliag
ath.” An old path beginning in t texly part i '
g;t::'lton Centre on what is known as the ¥ 1'5311L Farnum p}a‘ce ;:(1;1 ba
traced southerly to the Prindle place, and is the::e cgnt]l)nu: rly‘he
blie r;)ad goutheasterly to the Albee place mentioned a 21 ‘.1.1 iy
o sed portion of this way bears by tradition the name of 1 et' y
;m:{; " p]m position, and itz trend in a north iand south dn(;ac ;f:;
ake.s it .v;ry unliké]y to have been a section of any east aﬁl W :
lﬁi)roughfare. Cirenmstances, however, farnish a 1'ea.§0na e an
iafactory explanation. ' ‘ ,
Sﬂ%:;fg (z)f tge ﬁfst settlers ot that part of Oxford now Cl'iar 1t?n’,,:‘,hf
1ike other first settlers, made use of the ¥ 0Jd Bay Path ™ as a way
AL . L -

il from the new territory, was Salem Town, Senior.

From the Bay Path northward, he opehed a cartway to his own
aud. Following after this statement of fact, it is not unreasonable
‘conclude that * Bath Path ™ or “ Bay Path Way,” came to be used
‘that tamily to distinguish this from other paths or roads subse-
quently opened; and though applied.to a sort of side track, it may be
quivalent to a local tradition of “The 0ld Bay Path.” Retarning
10w t0 the Albee place, we find one road from there running south-
vesterly by the old Merritt place, and another northwesterly by the

g or Prindle place, form at the Albee place a tork of roads. An
and well worn path continues westward direetly from the angle
the fork of roads, and comes out at a Southbridge and Charlton road
4r the house where the late Daniel Harrington resided. TPassing
ween that house and barn, the marks are seen on the opposite side
thie road, continuing the same general Givection down the hill to an
it fordway across Cady brook, and over the location of the low-
ad into the Sherwood farm. Which, of the several ways discov-

Aip the hill to another road entering the northern part of
outhbridge has not as yet heen decided upon.

Iast mentioned road coming from the north, strikes the old path
s westward overlaying the latter to the house of ihe lato
an- MeKinstry, having passed on hard land between two long
the only way provided by nature for long distances north-
md southerly.
10w cross the road leading from Globe Village to “ Barefoot,
fen'a field; beyond which, emerging from under the wall into
‘land we find the marks of the old path. The path is well
$ it passes diagonally down the hill to where was formerly
ine ‘hetween Sturbridge and Oxford. And right there as put
he'records of Starbridge, the selectmen of the two towns
atree “ the north side of the old Oxford path;” the language
g to signify that it was even then gone out of use. This was
‘the time of the perambuiation of the town lines in 1740, when
S Ehort distance apart, were marked for the line.
enrn'by the record that the tree by the path was not far south
eg headow ¥ A meadow situated near the southeast corner
Jolin ‘Smith place, and on the Sturbridge and Charlton line,
the name of cutleg weadow ™ and is-a permanent land-
1 enabled the writer in the first place to find the location

]

ourse westward we immediately cross the MeKinstry
rdway in the southeast corner of Mrs. MeGilpin's farm
1 defined path up the hill to the farm Improvements,
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No further eropping out of the path that can be identified is seen upon
this farm, or the next small farm; but beyond that, in the farm which
was for many years owned by the late Shneon 1. Marsh, there are in-
teresting indications and important records referring to the same.

An outlying field of an acre or two situated in the northwest cor-
ner of the farm occupies a site of some antigrarian interest. When
‘Tantiusque was unoccupied land, this was evidently a place of call or
camping ground. A slight and even rise of ground in the middle of '
the field, perhaps in old tlines a cleared place shaded by an immense
tree, is ascertained to be the starting point of the survey of Salton
stall’s two thousand acres in 1715.

It was also the place of heginning the survey of a ramge of fifey .
acre lots, the.first laid out by the proprietors in April, 1730, Near:
by, outside of the field, is to be seen an immense granite bowlder,:
which, when left by the ice movement (no date), had been hroken in
two and one part rolled over once, thus forming two sides of & quad-:
rangle with walls five feet or more high. The appearance indicates
that the ground there was leveled np for an earth floor; and un-.
doubtedly by the nse of logs and bark a cabin was fitted up where’
sravelers could sleep. Southerly, and not far away, there was, and
is, a never tailing spring of water.

Winding through the northerly part of the Marsh farm from the
eastward there are still to be seen traces of the © Old Bay Path ™ coms
ing to this camping ground, and like traces are also dimly seen con-:
tinning westward; though leaving the grounds at right angles to the:
course of entrance on aceountg of the obstruction of roeks. The “old:
path ¥ or “road ™ from Brookfield to Woodstock, after following the:
Bay Path from the westward a mile and a half here branched off tol-

lowing the ridge of Fisk Hill southward. The junction of roads here
furnishes another reason tor the conjecture thag this place may have
been in old times a point of some note or perhaps having a name
known to the travelers of those days.

The Bay Path is quite distinet as it approaches the road between
the house of the writer and the Ladd brothers” residence. In fact,
Rowland Taylor built before 1738, several rods of wall along by ity
evidently thinking it would remain a public road. :

"The town of Sturbridge laid out a road in 1738 from the meeting
house northward to the  Country Gore.™ It is deseribed as running
Yy marked trees morthward from the meeting house through the
woods to the old path.” This function was at the foot of the (north)
Cemetery Hill; and easterly of that near a small swamp the towh
way, ¢ leftithe old path ™ hending northward. Hence the path erossed
the brook where now is situated the dam of ¢ Pistol pond,™ and run:

ng castward over a fleld it came in line with the trace above me
ned where Rowland Taylor huilt the wall. Thig last half mile hn—
il fiescribed fz.'om the west eastward, for the convenienc;a of fcfi
i _rfg th.e description in the town records.
1h}_s brings us in.our westward course to the foot of the cemetery
‘_dis_:t_iﬁ‘rom t}n.s point faczzoss *to the house of Erastus White the path
tinet and 1n§eresmng. Near Mr. White's house, (the old Franecis
-:_a 1_1:.:11 glaci}), is a location mentioned in the deed of *six acres to
g o ™
éﬁei;% Bltc)lujif 1071:; 2 from the Saltonstall heirs to the proprietors
'he gift was to be located “in Pineland » ‘“at or mear where th
fwm Brookfield to Woodstock unites with the road from Brime
_g:_tgc_gtxi(t);(.i.“ Other 1'?001-ds n the work of the proprietors iz;
o i;% n.o é: old Brookfield road at this place, and on northward,

. e gr?up of records bearing upon this matter establishes the fact
the Ainion of the two roads here, and that they continned as one a
_"? of about a mile and a half easterly to the old camping oround
h:_}_las been described ; where the road to Woodstock br;n:-hes to
u_thuiard. Continuing to trace the old path westward, we pas
ort_!l_su;le of Mr. White’s house and find a foot path to t]::e i crg i
¢ _f;om Sturbridge Centre to Fiskdale; crossing that east o? 1?1?
Glfouuds " our way is ¢ south of a small pon{;hole ’-‘ ami al :
George Wight's house to the **Old Fordway " over Ce(él;:l"
_ Ot;.lr next record is in the Village of Fiskdale near the Salton.
gst line. The location of the record is north of Mr.C. E Mun_
stqug and Post Office. The town road Iaid out in 17.38 . ther_
;?:-oéd path to Ehe south of a pople tree™. There app:eai's tz
cK-of any records referring i i
i o of Staretsos flb o the old path west of this point,
eiring to the map of the route of Woodward and Saffery in 1642
-d_.-tl}_at the old path passed by the north side of Little A]u;[;.
:A.careful examination of the ground leads the writer t‘o the
hat: t.he path passed up the slope north of Fiskdale and m.fer
rossing the Brookfield road near the south iine of, the 5. ¥
. Outside of ploughed fields or farm improvements ‘rh.ere-
n__p_pu;g' out of sections of the path having a trend applic:’bbie to
Ve
.S_f?l._l.S.O' the most direct course. From the Brookfield road the
course was northwesterly to the front side of the 0ld hous
Wg_gd ._by the Griffiths family. It iz an open question Whethef-
uq.m_ou was directly over the hill westward or around the
f-the hill. Whichever way it may have been, it ﬁnai]y
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arrived at o passage way hetween Swamps which extend long dis
tances eithev way and approaching the outlet of the pond. .

It passed north of the residence of Mr. E. H. Davenport, and '
through the woods skirting the north shore of the pond where Mr.
&. Allen showed the writer the trace of the old path. - One of the;
firat roads laid out by the town of Brimfield, ran from near Sherman's :
pond to the north end of Little Alum pond. Much of the way the:
records deseribe this road as following “the old path.” The torego-
ing description of the location of *The 01d Bay Path™ hetween Ox-
¥ord and Brimfield is brief as possible, and yet, is intended to be
sufficiently clear to enable any reader who so desirves to find any part’

of it.



