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fathers did. Bathrooms are more numerous, and heating and sani-
tary arrangements are better, but will they stand the test of time
% hundred yems hence as well? Probably many of them will not.
Another great question confronts us: Are we building as good
characters in the people who oeccupy these houses as they did a
hundred years ago? Are the good old-fashioned timbers of truth and
veracity, the solid planks of business integrity, and morality, being
inecorporated into the fibre of the characters of the people as they
were one hundred years ago? As bad as the world looks at times, T
helieve they are. I believe that for every rascal that steals some-
one's trash and violates the confidence reposed in him, there are fifty
thousand honest men holding places of responsibility, and doing their
duty faithfully. But as eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, so 1
believe we must be continually preaching from every pulpit, and
continually teaching in every schoolroom, the importance of incor-
porating those old-fashioned timbers and planks into the minds of the
people. Surely the incentive to build up good character is as good as
it ever was, and the facilities for building houses are much greater
than they were a hundred years ago. '

“Ah! What a wondrous thing it is

To note the many wheels of toil,

One thooght, one word can set in motion,

There’s not a ship that sails the ocean,

Buat every climate, every soil,

Must bring its tribute, great or small,

And heip to build the wooden wall.”
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The Quinebang river there turns westerly, then northward into
Magzachusetts again, ranning in a northerly course shrough the east
part of the town of Holland to East Brimfieid, having thus far passed
throngh Hamilton reservoir and Kesioge pond. and received from the
west the important tributary called the w (zreat ’ or ¢ Town brook,”
which takes the water-shed of 2 large part of the towns of Brimfield
and Wales, and 18 also the outlet of Sherman's pond in Brimfield.

At ast Brimfield it regeives from the north the consideralle brook
fowing from Little Alum pond.

"I'hé river then turns to the eastward, entering Sturbridge aboutmid-
way between the northern and southern bounds of the town, and there
receives from the north the drainage of Porepog valley, which in-
cludes Tong pond reservoir, and ¢ Big Alum ™ pond.

After entering starbridge the Quinebaug river winds ite way inan
easterly course about two miles, then it bends abruptly south and
then southeasterly: receiving there the Cedar pond brook which
comes down from the north. It comiinues the latter course a distance
of a mile or MOTe, receiving the Hamant brook from the south, and
from the noxth the congiderable sributary which conveys the over-

flow of the Tantinsque lake and the water-shed of a long valley to

the northward. This lake, three hundred rods long and one hundred

rods wide, Iying close to the eastern side of Walker mountain, which

riges precipi'ﬁously1 almost from the water's edge, has long bheen
known ag Walker pond. The name has Deen changed, however, by
consent of the publie, expressed by vote of the town of Sturbridge at
the annual meeting in 1894, to Tantiusque jake or pond. The brook
therefore may properly be called Tantiusgque hrook. Fheance the
river rung southward about 2 mile further, and there receives from
the southwest the RBreakneck hrook. This brook has'its origin at the
Breakneck pond, situated near the border of Connecticut and Massa- |
chusetts, and 1ot far from Mashapaug 1ake, the waters of which is

tyibutary to the xiver at its first rise.

Af this point the yiver is about two iniles east of Quassuek pond,
its original gource. 1t has already made a circuit of trom fowteen to
eighteen miles, and in all its course the point of greatest diztance
trom its starting place is not above three miles. Fourteen natural,
ponds and lakes have contributed to make up a river five rods iz width-

After this the river has an eastward course about a mile to the elift
called * Oregon,” which turns it abraptiy to the east through the

village of Southbridge.

The territory &0 nearly enclosed by the cirouit of the river which
has been described i elevated, and muach of it is extremely wild andl

proken; and iz “ye hill at Tantisque, where the black lead is

orisns ‘of this vicinity.
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i x ives.  Many
was evidently a permanent dwelling-place ‘(,)t trill‘e ns)tf:)e 5
1'e‘1ihcs of various kinds have heen founq here. ) ( e'ml‘ b;)m -
Thig place, near Stwbridge and Brimfield line, is a g ne e
sou‘rh.-oltj' Qui’nebaue; river at the point opposite the entrance e~
' pog hreok, which comes down from the north.
) RIVER VILLAGE.
juncti Potepog
i ; ‘med by the junction of the 0
Thi ace was in the angle formed y I on orepog
111]15 pilt‘;: the river; -mda*lt was in their ancient LOlll-ﬁEl(]i. of many
- W 5« " e o olios,
}]1*(-)0“1;]}% the modern tillers of the =oil have found thexi]_lc ;;;n‘ﬁeld
‘mebthil‘-d or half & mile up the Potepog brook beyond .1(13 . Vm-i(:d,
A ralley becomes parrow, enclosed on all sides }}y hxll s fmmﬂ i.u
;hel: ) Fl-mn the river two miles away, and prominently ¢
orm.

i innac ' Mount Dan seems to
i IO ¢ ; counjeal pinnacle of ;
e T o North of thiz preminent hill, the

1aim ownership of the scene. vorth of prow
;’lgéepog valley broadens nnq 1ose§ its ns;uhz;l Bl.j{:i”;id ible from
High up under the left wing of old ] ou’ t Dax, i Invisivle trow
surr ding country, is Alum pond, which is on ile | i;,t -
o o wide H-nd of great depth, fed eutirely by Sbrmg?-t o
e fﬂdee' ‘?;1- marl?. The overflow of the pond is precxp}mten_l at
bel'o t;wdlcl)lxgﬁ-:;ill:ide where, before the reservoir was made, it united
one side, N
with Potepog brook. . ,
POTEPOG WIGTWAMS, i} .
L wigw 1ow the Hodges place,™ says Mr.
' - Uhftel" 101»‘3;1‘11%‘1‘1324: ]Si:iit]; E)fxlozristl'ict or Tleigh}}ol'.hood x",htll(.lj
i}i‘qlulg:; t;iiesa locality isbstill called Potepog. The site is below the

'ther s Potepog
outlet of a small natural pond, and the northern most of the pog

i siti e ths e follow-
. The notice of this site is given position here :Eh.lt ‘ihl o
g more o ortant places Iying southerly between this and the R
ing more imp aces el c
Vﬁl‘W'e may come last in the order of mention.
) PUTIKOOKUPPOGG VILLAGE.

i i - Gliot's 1,000 acres; and when the

el lﬂﬂ?uﬁ_lzdlé& Eﬁ;{m’;ghﬁiu{‘é,ooo :u;res1 to iu(.:lude the fopngr

G—en_el‘al CfO ulj? i the punl'p(»se ot establishing a praying t(‘)’wn ot t— e‘

Illd_lﬂn B 'E’ }(? t ﬁt Natick, the language ot the Court Is: -In)zm‘sEx er

Indtllans };i'&iiigfof Mer. John Eliot in behalf of the Indians at Putikeo-
to the p 1 Alr.

kuppogg,™ ete.
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he Lest of them were given to Amberst College.
ably above the junction of

The site is prob-
Alum pond brook with Potepog brook.
BACHEM'S HOME.

The eentral village of the group was between the village of Puti-
CKuUppoge on the north and the River Village on the south. The
outh line of M. Eiiot s tract ran between thig place and Putikookup-
; and “Springfield old road™ Was, a8 regards the line, in about
he'same place. The wigwams were on the banks of a beautiful pond

70 rods long and 70 wide, having hard-land shores on every side, and
lear water of unceasing flow. Open to the southern breeze, it was

t remarkably sheltered from the cold winds in all other directions.
fattened knoll at the south end was well adapted for holding their
4t dances, or for any puhlic need. Southward, extending to River
45€, were many acres of plaing land, well adapted to the raising
“Corn and beans. ‘
he water of Long pond reservoir, as it is raised
vérs the ground that wag once shore, and the 301l has been washed
WY, exposing to view the stone Temains of the prehistorip people
ho' onee occupied the site. The quality of the various articles that
Ve been found weil sustains the proposition that o location, so
eferable to either of the others in the Sroup, would be likely to he
€ dwelling place of the Sachem of the Potepog clan.
mong the articles found at Sachem s Home are the following: A
ent of Indian pottery, with tastefu] ormamentation arcund the
er'} a part of the tally-stone of & warrior, with three marks—per-
Ye number he hag taken of scalps; g fragment of his scalping
fesa piece of ochre, with the mark of a fling where he last seraped
& dust of which to make his war paint. Pieces of graphite have
i é)izncl; one pierced with a hole for g string, and all of them
th and rounded by use in paiuting their faces. Some flint arrow
rpoints found there are of Superior quality and finish.
Lames ot the good Indians, Wattailooweekin ang Nakin,
fociated with Sachem's Home,
“land they gave, in 1655, to Rev.
having Alum pond
Pringfield old road®,
16 foregoing are all the localities within the limits of the town of
Dridge that are as yet known to have furnished sufficient evidence

above the old pond,

may

John Eliot was north of this
at the northeast corner and the south line

“ears ag0 some stone relics were found at this place. Al.nm.ag _tzle-li

ene %go . ‘haps tomzhawl), a gouge and a stone mortar or o1 .
Wfﬂl'e ! Chlsenl (i:erls -llnd arrows. Near the outlet of Alum 1.301111,- a
t?:z(l);e;:lst?sepi)t ul;wards ot fifty piece.s in varimfs th-nf(i‘so ;)}i dm;}:l;:
f:;ctm-e, trom hlank-blades to ﬁniiﬁ?g 1‘1:11:]118[:;?;12;1;;11 > fowad care:
tully 1aid up in the form of :1: 1).}_'1'1 . It

upaney, to be cailed wigwam sites.
“fine specimen of 5 #lone axe and some other things have
ound at Quassuck or Leadmine pond.

erved in collections which are in neighboring
leg that are properly marked as

towns are valu-
from Sturhridge ; but it ig
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rere foond.
ot KT A T a 0;1 'e {;)f g?inﬁet:;]i; (i):)plements of our
Seores, probably nearly a hundred, he ston . t of our
T bct('ni:;ugllndiaL are known to have heen carried out of thi
Tantiug 2
ithi ast twenty-five years. ) ' -
m!t }11]1 thif‘:';llao-e in course along the path was at .L1ttl.ej Ah:;leﬁem'é
ll.lehnefiﬁe in Bcl'imﬁeld, ahout one and one-half nnle:-.h 011}c &hi cher *
e The wiowatns were ol a knoll hetween the presen ey \
Home. Ity $ e
southerly of the outlet . N
ﬁllil;he I;,?tlg’ard hound path continued on north of the pond to @
The westwy -]
fort and Sherman pond. b of the
ba’u‘% Oii(ian implements found at Sherman poud and fatf;:u.md me
t}lle:ponds tributary to the Quinebaug in the towns © g
i

Union. ear t " wha ave hee fou d
app Lo be fllllV (",qu‘ll mn number to t ha heen §it
101} i

at ponds in Starbridge. DAY HOUSES.

- follows: Poles of
i : ere constructed as fol
Their wigwams or houses w . e
.lh:j;fe: 0::? trees were set in the ground in a cir e]‘e c;}:jl:; fe to com
bmﬁe a{ the top, and there tied together. To thls_ e vreD for
‘*"31; covering of mats or bark, leaving a amall opening
the o t ‘e heneath.
oke from the five
the escape of the sm he peneath s,
ng of mats
e er 501t had also a lining ] k Lo seue
h: hfﬁ B:tiox' houses, and, with or without skins, aceording
angin ges, h or _
qeq,s‘z)nf'couches for repose; for “fhf;ﬁ 1:;;&0 e or ot
e s two 1r g . .
v supports a foot or 1 ¢ grou O hose
N .O.Od?rlclad tc? grop over a small opening served fora dm})]l H ;Lne ot e
there eve usually two, opposite each other, so that t eq e th
t-he.le Wtime being to the windward would remain alwa.yi ‘;;hic.h e
i lih(‘% . eirs w:re a rude cage of sticks and stones, 1 :
Their w
i rere eagily caught.
pewildered fish were 3 ghe. r
those of the scoop-net, the cylindrical basket,

the

to be stru(.:k by a -igeill.-.Indian corn, the squash, the 1Juml?kin and 1the :
hey 1-a1sedlm;i£he Geiva bean. Their hoe was made from a clam.
hean now calle -5 shoulder blade fastened into a wooden handle. e
shell, or a moﬁse‘ i}ot or snared, or caught in pitfalls the m_o()fev fl f
e tdey ; in the snmmer with still less trouble, procw ed. Od.
bl:m- m?ietshi f;i]:-{et}' of hirds; and they ohtained -nuts, roots an
themse i .
herzies in theil: sza?(;rzt how co make; but the parched kernels o-f eorn’
Bread they knew - arushed with a stone pestle in a w?oden or STOD®
ere eaten whole, ot Grus fxed with water, and
Corn was also boiled

. ] B 1) m
:nortar o the consistency of meals it was 11:1})1@111
made into a paste, which was ealled nookhik.

Mats served as

use they were laid upon .

Other devices for fishing were :

and the waving of

s -ger figh, there

hes over the water to attract to the surface the larger fish, & :
torches ov

le :h]one inte hominy, or else mixed with beans, in whick case the
mpound was called succotash. Flesh and fish were cooked by
sting before a fire on the point of a stick, broiling on hot coals
tnes, or boiling in vessels of stone, earthen or wood. Of their
ing au early writer says: ‘ Their coats are made of divers sorts
ing, wheuce they have their Deer-skin Coats, their Beaver Coats,
Otter Coats, their Rakoon-skin Coats and Squiril-skin Coats.
have also a Coat or Mantle carionsly made of the finest and
st-feathers. of their Turkeys, which their old men make, and is
them as velvet is with us in Esteem. Within this Coat or Skin
eep very contentedly by day or night, in the house or in the
- They have also the skin of a great Beast called Moose, as big
Ox, which some call a red Deer, which they commonly paint
éir Summer Wearing, with a variety of Form and Colours.”
urther illustration of the frequent scenes at these Iittle villages,
furnishing evidence of the importance and constant uge of
< Tantiusque path, the following quotation from Hubbard’s
tory of New England ™, written in 1679, will be in place here
.

&

Ty noated place of fishing or hunting was ugually a distinet
10ry ; and thither all their friends and allyes of the neighbor-
d to resort in the time of Feere to attend those

or recreation, and partly to make provisions tor the veere.
‘places as they chose for their abode were usually at the Falls
'at.Rivers, or near the seagide where was any convenience of
g'_such as every summer and winter used to come apon the
ttwhich time they used, like good feliows, to tmake all com-
nd then those who had entertained their neighbors by the
sexpected the like kindness from them againe up higher in
e great dances for mirth at those

seasons

Tty ; and were woent to hav
tmeetings.

ich kind of intercourse were their affayres and commerce
o1 Letween those that lived up in the country and those that
ated on the seacoast about the havens and channells that
to'the sea; where there used to be at all times
5ters, - and in the summer seagon lobsters,
on-of which they used to take great plenty and dry them in the

and keep them the rest of the yeere. Up higher at the Falls
great River they used to take salmon, shad and alewives that
sed in great quantityes, more than cartloads,

pinto fresh water ponds and lakes,
they, w

clams, muscles
bass or mullet, and

in the spring
there in to spawne, of all
ith their weirs used to take great store for their use.
“places there was wont to be great regort.”
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iter i i est.  The
This quotation of a contemporary writer is 'oftmueh 1)1;2@& :gi-iveq he
. rery spring passed up into our | , gives
cartloads of fish that every spring p o B s
i rigwams clustered at the outle 5
he reason why the Indian wigwan v o itiet of each
:[1?1(1 evebry one of them. The writer shows ns why there were well

Fon thelr jowrney and hag lost one of theiy company, drowned
he-ice by the Way: and had been al] starved, but that by God's
Genes they had lighted upen an Indian wigwam,”

: Cod, and the s dnd the following year a road was marked Ehrouﬂ] trom Spring-

. Massachusetts bay, the Bay of Cape , ! ;i g : ) "

Enown paths from Massachu . T d from Norwich and New 10-Boston.  This road or Paih was catied the fory P
havens and channels about Providence, an

London, towards the fresh water ponds and the falls of the rivers
b
of the interior.

nd “Springfield old road 77 and it has been celebrated in Btory

i r iugque; and 21t appears to have been che only path from Springfield tg
- , several paths to a point at Tantiusque; : I pring
tre have braced gh:;?o?;h thi}s place as one great path, there were mofor ten or twelve years, uniil 1648, at which time Gov. Win-
3 avine passe ‘oug i xr . 3 R . e “a . h -
Ell;x?;’-wliln; p;t}ls to all the noted places for fishing. We algo learn ; Tites:  “This year a new way was found ouf by Nashaway
[=Tnant =]

i igniories; 'ming what was
that these places were distinct seigniories; confirming w

), which avoided much of the hilly way.»
written by William Pynchon in 1647, as follows:

escribing the course of this mew way”, Rev. Mr. Temple says:

all smaie Sachims of Quabaug, and it all near ‘road left the Ol Connecticut path in the town of Weston,”

e s Sev{iﬁa- e:;lale Sachims, 0 one Sachim doth rale all.” : describes its conrse through Lancaster, New Braintres, West
Pt v melggsel‘:hen Boston was an infant settlement, about eld and Warren, “entering Brimfield Just north of Hubbard's

In the year . W Lol was . ade began to be nd -struck the southern trail east of Steerso
. iges of discovery and tra 0 d sty . : -

three years of age, enterpris - ;

e e i i he following brief location of the section of Mr. Pynchon's road from Oxford to
B S : . John Winthrop contains the g : Ve, By o o
oy st ;}gv «;J(; 11633: 1d was discovered i the following manner: in 1729 4

entry umgelléigate ° he ‘i}l:»l-'.ae"vith him went over land to Connecticut to ociation of sentlemen obtained from 11 G o
o achen l i e beaver.

¥ them kindly and gave them some bes
trade. The Sachems used L » o sone bewver.
vhich grows there in grea .

““They brought of the hemp w Ly ) ;

d is nz-uch b:tter than the English. He accounts it to be abf)utf ZEE
;‘1}11 dred and sixty miles. He hrought some black lead, ‘WI-IEIGO A
I;cjlliane told him there was a whole rock. He lodged at Indian towzns
b € way.” ) ] b vicis of
all,rtlili: j‘; zli that is recorded of that notable Jjourney, the ﬁ}sh ;Il?ﬁe(]')_l-;
the wiﬁte man to the interior of Massachusetts. Perl}aps }]tl : thet
journey there is no place where to-day the place‘ ofr ?he1} footstens ca:
Jbe so nearly determined as at the Old Fordway in 1anmusq(1:l.§.euﬁve o

i < lead found at Sachem'’s Home are sugg st .

The pieces of black 1 r sgestive of

i i iscov f the mine was made;
er in which the discovery o ‘ .
:g‘;q:} 3211} pieces may have been-seen and handled by John Oldham
whéreof the Indians told him there was a whole roclf.._ llnges tht

Tile mine is two or three miles southerly of the Indian village
iie on the great path. ) o

5 N tes:
r s Jater, 1635, Gov. Winthrop wri I
"I“Xlg’c{;?iitty men, women and childrer went by land tow &uzbd(:olx:s :
necticut W;til their horses (heifers?) and swine, and, after a tedious
and difficult journey, arvived safe theret.."nowq .
ain Octoher 26, the same year, as fo wE: ‘ |
?‘&'%Eﬁe came twe’lve men from Connecticut. They had been te

e Rock, and so con-

Massa-
a grant of public land “lying between Brimfield ang Oxford,
ificld and the Provinee line™, for a new township, which was
Ids settled and Incorporated and received the name of Stur-

1y as the following spring, 1730, the grantees proceeded to
‘poition of their land for settlement, A deseription of the
syed was recorded in what is called the Proprietor's Book,
arliest records contain oceazional mention of the “Brimfielq -
ord path' or “the old path™, and “old fordway™. Ag found
160k, these references convey to the casnal reader no knowledge
cation of these paths. The carefnl description of the lote has
possible, however, to make a map of the town aceording
Toprietor's suryey.
i0wledge of the locations where paths and fbrdways are men-
the old records has thus heen obtained ; ang by minate and
tinued investigation apon the ground, the paths have heen
' point to point of.record. Near where the old Oxtford and
¢ Jine crosses the MeKinstry brook, mention is made of the
Ord Toad or path.” -
erence is found in the record of the perambulation of the
400 1740, and establishes the faot sufticlently for historical
“but the antiquarian is not satisfied; a visit to the &pot
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discovers the fordway, and i both directions the path m plainly
visible. Towards Oxford it has been followed to the ingerior of the
town of Charlton, going eastward through the valley south of the
centre, in the right direction to meet and. become the continuation of
the Quabaug path mentioned in the “History of Oxford.™

In the opposite direction, westward from the point of record om
Oxtord old line, it ran through Mrs. MeGilpin's farm to a small field
surrounded by pasture land in the nerthwest part of the 8. T. Marsh

farm.

The path from Woodstock entez ed at this place; and there are facts

of record and local indications which prove this spot to have been
a place of halting or camping for those who were passing along these
paths.

From there to the Old Fordway at Tantinzque, it is plainly trace-
able wherever the ground has not been disturbed by the plOWrO‘l other
circumstance, with one point of record mxd_vt ay. It crossed Tanting-
gue brook where now the Pistoi pond dam is situated. -

From the O1d Fordway it was overlaid generally by the earliest
town way to a point back of Mr. G. N. Bacon's store in Fiskdale.
1t crossed the Potepog valley north of SBachem’s Home, and continued
as directly as possible to the outlet of Little Alum pond.

It is William Pynehon’s road opened in 1636, following the general
course of the path of the Indians which had been traver sed three years
previously by John Oldham. It was the Bay Path of Dr. J. G.
Holland's historieal novel.

The poetic langnage of Dr. Holland in regard to this path is as

follows: ,
«"Phe prineipal communication with the eastern settlements was by

a path marked by trees a portion of the distance and by slight clear-

; der.

ing of brush and thicket for the remain :

no hill graded, and no mar: sh drained. The path led through woods

which bore the marks of the centuries, over barren hille that had been :
Heked by the Indians hounds of fire, and along the banks of streams :
This path was known as the *Bay -
Path,' and received its name in the same manner ag the multitudi-
that led to Boston tiom every gquarter of :

that the seine had never dragged.

nous ‘old Bay roads’
Massachusetts.

It was wonderful what a powerful interest was attached to the Bay

path. It was the channel ghrough which laws were communicated,

1 which
h flowed news from distant friends, and throug :
O o It was the vaulted passage

along “hwh echoed the vomec that called from across the ocean, and:

came long loving letters and messages.

No stream was hridged,
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ough which, like low-toned thunder, rolled the din of the great
rid. -

‘hat rough thread of soil, chopped by the blades of a hundred
treams, was a bond that radiated at each terminus into a thousand
65 of love and interest and hope and memory. It was the one
y ‘left open thr ough which the sweet tide of sympathy might flow.

Ut it was also associated with fears, and the imagination often
thed it with “terrors, of which e\peuence and observation had
_1mshed only sparsely scattered hints. The boy, as he heard the
ries of the path, went slowly to bed, and dreamed of lithe wild-
quatted stealthily on overhanging limbs, or the long leap
uoh the air upon the doomed hmseman and the terrible death'

n the midnight camp he heard through the low forest arches—
shed ‘down by the weight of the darkness—the long drawn howl of
hunfrry wolf.  Or, sleeping in his tent or by his fire, he was
itened by the er ackling sticks, and lying breathless, heard a lonely
2% he-snuffed and grunted about hisears, Or, riding along blithely,
‘thinking of no danger, 1 band of siraying Pequots arose, with
{t:arrows to avenge the massacre of their kindred.

¢ Bay path was charmed ground—a precious passage—and during
pring, the summer and the early autumn, hardly a settler of
vam went out of doors or changed lhis position in the fields,
ed up from his labor, or rested on his oars upon the hosom
& 1iver, without turning his eyes to the point at which that path
ned “from the brow of the wooded hill upon the east; where now
ell of the huge arsenal tells hourly of the coming of a stranger
the path of time.

' When some worn and weary man came in sighi. upon his hai-
d:horse, or two or three pedestrians bending bemeath their
nd swinging their sturdy staves, were seen approaching,
illage was astir frorh one end to the other. Whoever the comer
-be, he was welcomed with a cordiality and universality that
not.s0 much an evidence of hospitality, perhaps, as of the wigh
r.of the welfare of those who were lov ed, or to feel the kiss
nemore wave from the great ocean of the world.

‘when one of tne settlers started forth upon the j jour nev to the
Wlth his burden of letters and messages, and his numberless
istfons for petty purchases, the event was well known to every
dual, and the adventurer received the benefit of public prayers
prosperity of his passage and the safety of his return.”

£°0f this same path that Dr. Holland writes as follows: ©In
the Bay path had been c¢hanged from a simple bridle-path
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to a worn and frequented highway. Packed horses went and came
upon it through all the summer and autumns land-hunters; it merry
parties, cantered along its shady aisles; emigrants coming from and
Tebmming to the Bay, srauge freights of children and household
stuffs, and droves of cows and goats, crept along the solitudes which
it divided, and lighted nightly their lomely fives; Mr. Pyuchon, with &
pleasant revinue of companions, which 1ot unfrequently numbered
zome of the women of the plantation, went twice a year to attend the
Goeneral Court, and the artery counecting the distant zettlement with
the body of the colony throbbed more freely with the life and in-
fiuence of the growing heart.™

Ag an I[ndian path, the Tantinsque section was the conneciing link
hetween those that converged from the bays, channels and havens of
the sea throughout the whole coast from Boston to Nesw London and
those that, beyond the divide, diverged in all directions to the ponds
and rivers of the interior.

It: constant use by the natives was continued while they remained
in the Nipnet country, or antil the year 1676, when they were driven
from their homes. ‘ )

There are upon record several notabje instances of parties passing
this way, both Indians and white men, previons to and during King
Philip's war; of which the details do not come within the scope
of this article.

As a white an’s bridle-path and cartway, it was opened by Willianx
Pynchon jmmediately after establishing his trading poss at Spring-
fetd. It was the only way From Boston to Springfield until 1648,
a period of ten or twelye years, when a new vay was found ous
around through Lancaster. That, in turn, was superseded by the
county road ordered to be laid out Dec. 23, 1673, at a court held
at Charlestowil; whicls was to go through Marlboro to Worcester,
and so to Brooldield. )

The old way had so far gonhe out of use as 2 white man’s path that
an early writer referring to the [ndians of Hagsamenesit or Grafton,
says fhat <the inhabitants were well known to the Epglish when
Conneeticut road went that way.”

Major Gookin, in hig deseription of Hassamenesis in 1674, spealks in
the following manper of the old path: t[Tassamenesit signifieth
a place of small stones; it leth about thirty-eight miles trom Boston,
west southerly, and is about two miles eastward of Nipmuck river
{ Blackstone) and near unto the old roadway to Connecticut.”

After Roxbury people had settled Woodstock in 1686, and the
Trench had begun af Oxford soon afterwards, the route being along
the old Connecticut path 10 Oxtord, then to Woodstock, that hecame
once more an important path, and made a large impression upon
history ; while we have the mention only of a Quahaug path or lane
going west from Oxtord, but which was in reality, as has been elearly
showt, the earliest path to Quabaug Old Fort abd Connecticut viver.
Tt was the same old path along which the eariy setslers of New Med
field or Sturbridge found their way in 1730 to 1737; and there are
sections in this town of many rods in length where the marks of their
wheels have remained undisturhed for more than one hundred and
fitty years; and these visible tracks follow in those that had been
trodden during a previeuns one hundred vears in the old Counecticut
path.




